
Asian Journal of Social Sciences & Humanities   Vol. 4(2)  May  2015 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Copyright © 2015               Leena and Luna International, Oyama, Japan. 

 109  |  P a g e                   (株) リナアンドルナインターナショナル, 小山市、日本. 

ISSN: 2186-8492,  ISSN:  2186-8484 Print 

www.ajssh. leena-luna.co.jp 

 

The Rise and Fall of Anne Boleyn 

Petraq Buka 

Department of English, Tirana University,  

ALBANIA. 

petraqbuka@hotmail.com   

ABSTRACT 

Anne Boleyn is one of the most famous queens in English history, though she ruled 

for just three years. The daughter of an ambitious knight and niece of the duke of 

Norfolk, Anne spent her adolescence in France. When she returned to England, her 

wit and style were her greatest charms. She waited nearly seven years for Henry to 

obtain an annulment. How Anne was able to capture and maintain the king’s 

attention for such a long while, despite great obstacles and the constant presence of 

malicious gossip cannot be explained. For several years, he remained faithful to his 

feelings for Anne – and his desire for a legitimate male heir. It finally took an 

irrevocable breach with the Holy See before they wed in 1533. But she was unable to 

give Henry the son he desperately needed and their marriage ended tragically for 

Anne. When her destruction came, it was rapid and unbelievable. Henry had always 

been one to plot against people while he pretended affection. He had her arrested, 

charged with adultery, witchcraft, and incest; the charges were ludicrous even to her 

enemies. She was executed on false charges of witchcraft, incest and adultery on 19 

May 1536. 

Keywords: Indictment, lady-in-waiting, evidence, miscarriage, annulment, 
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INTRODUCTION 

Of all of Henry VIII's wives, Ann Boleyn is the one who has attracted the most popular 

interest, and her character has been subjected to intense distortion. She has been called a 

whore, a schemer, a commoner. She has been described as ugly, with a sixth finger on one 

hand. 

This image lacks accuracy, though. Ann Boleyn's sexual activity, even by the standards of the 

age, was not excessive: there is no evidence that she engaged in sex with anyone but her 

husband, although she was flirtatious in the manner that had existed throughout the Middle 

Ages. She did not urge Henry to get his marriage to Catherine annulled, but she was not the 

cause of the divorce. Nor was she a commoner. Her grandfather was one of the highest-

ranking noblemen in England. She had a mole on her neck, which she could not hide, since 

court women of the day wore low-necked gowns. 

Her deformities appear only in works written long after her death, yet there were plenty of 

contemporary observers who despised her and wrote unflattering accounts of her. One of 

these was the Spanish ambassador Chapuys, who spread out all the sordid gossip he heard 

about Ann. Yet this crafty politician never mentioned moles or extra fingers. 

Why, then, all the fuss about Ann's looks and behaviour? And why her endless fascination? 

Ann Boleyn was never described as a great beauty, but even those who loathed her admitted 

that she had a great allure. Her dark complexion and black hair gave her an exotic air. Her 

eyes were especially striking: "black and beautiful" wrote one contemporary, "always most 

attractive," and that she "knew well how to use them with effect." Her sexuality resonates 
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through the pages of Henry's love letters during the king’s seven-year obsession with the 

woman who refused to become his mistress.  

Pursued by a king whose advances she at first resisted, she turned the lust into a means of 

achieving power for herself. She was a wild creature never truly tamed. For years Henry tried 

vainly to control that vitality and finally, unable to mold it to his purpose, he killed her. 

Ann Boleyn had never imagined herself becoming queen. As the daughter of one of Henry 

VIII's prominent courtiers, she expected to make a good marriage with another member of the 

high nobility, in England or in Europe. Perhaps it was with this in mind that her father, Sir 

Thomas Boleyn, sent the girl to the court of Margaret of Austria in 1513, where he had 

himself earlier served as Henry's ambassador. 

It was excellent training for a budding English noblewoman. Margaret presided over the 

leading court of Europe, to which the elite of other nations sent their children. Since the death 

of Isabella of Spain nine years earlier, Margaret had become the most powerful woman in all 

Europe. Betrothed at the age of three to the French dauphin, she had lived for the next ten 

years at the French court. But Margaret's betrothal was abruptly repudiated and six years later 

she married Catherine of Aragon's brother Juan and lived briefly in the court of Isabella and 

Ferdinand. Juan's death soon after the marriage left Margaret again alone. Though her father 

tried to arrange other marriages for her (including one with the widowed Henry VII), she 

firmly refused them all. 

To this court, then, the girl Ann Boleyn went in 1513, and she remained there for the next 

year. She seems to have quickly picked up the skills she had been sent to learn. "I find her so 

bright and pleasant for her young age," Margaret wrote to her father, Thomas Boleyn, "that I 

am more beholden to you for sending her to me than you are to me." A French observer later 

wrote of Ann that she "....made such good use of her wits that in no time at all she had 

command of the language."  

The following year, when Henry's sister Mary went to Paris to marry Louis XII, Ann was 

sent to join her entourage. Her sister Mary was also there and soon led  a lifestyle of sexual 

activity that she would continue as Henry VIII's mistress. Mary, wrote one ambassador, had 

acquired a reputation "as a very great wanton." Ann stayed at the French court for seven 

years. She found that even in a country that barred women from the throne, a shrewd woman 

with influence over a king could wield a great deal of power as well. 

Thomas Boleyn recalled his daughter to England in 1521 to arrange a marriage between Ann 

and the son of a distant relative, in the hope that it would settle a long-standing land dispute 

between the families. The wedding plans were suddenly dropped, and Ann was once again 

appointed as a lady-in-waiting to the queen, Catherine of Aragon.  

England itself wasn't Ireland, but it wasn't France either. Yet it had its advantages. In the 

French court, Ann was one among many, standing out only on the occasions when her 

linguistic skills were called on. In England she was unique; she emanated the continental 

elegance of France and Burgundy that the English court tried so hard to emulate. A French 

courtier wrote that "no one would ever have taken her to be English by her manners, but a 

native born Frenchwoman."  

Along with the opportunity to dazzle the English court with her continental sophistication, 

Ann found another means of reconciling herself to her new life at home. The queen's ladies-

in-waiting had ample time to meet and mingle with the courtiers who attended the king and 

his all-powerful chancellor, Cardinal Wolsey. Among Wolsey's retinue was the attractive 
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young Henry Percy, son of the Earl of Northumberland. While the cardinal was at court, 

Percy amused himself by flirting with the queen's ladies. His attention focused on one of 

those ladies--the glamorous new arrival from France, Ann Boleyn. 

According to one of Wolsey’s trusted servant, Cavendish, Ann returned Percy's interest. 

"There grew such a secret love between them that at length intended to marry," he wrote. 

They decided to keep their betrothal secret, however, realizing that neither family was likely 

to approve of the match. But secrets rarely lasted long in court. When word reached Wolsey 

of his protégé's indiscretion, the betrothal was broken instantly. Wolsey reminded Percy that 

rather than contracting a secret betrothal, should have asked his father's and the king's 

consent. The king might have had another marriage in mind for him. In fact, the king had 

another match in mind for Ann herself. 

Percy was frightened, but he insisted that he had a right to choose his own wife, and asked 

Wolsey to intercede with both the king and his father--a request Wolsey refused. His words 

fell on deaf ears. Ann was sent away from court. She did not take Wolsey's interference in her 

life happily.  

There is some debate as to who really instigated the breakup of Ann and Percy. Cavendish, 

writing thirty-five years later, insisted that it was the king, who had already cast an eye on the 

new lady-in-waiting. And his explanation for Ann's appeal to the king has the ring of truth. 

Henry must have noticed Ann as soon as she set foot in his court. Actual pursuit of the lady-

in-waiting, i.e. Anne Boleyn,  might have more charm than his affair with her sister. 

That Henry was sleeping with her sister would hardly prevent his being attracted to Ann. 

Only a passionate infatuation would lead him to stop her from marrying the man she was in 

love with. If he fancied her as his next mistress, he might well want to choose her husband 

himself, as he chose her sister's husband.  

In 1524, the miserable Henry Percy married Mary Talbot, a woman he bitterly resented. The 

marriage turned out as badly as one might expect under the circumstances, and the rest of 

Percy's life is a story of unhappiness, ending with his death twelve years later. 

With Percy married, Ann returned to court and Queen Catherine. Catherine was usually kind 

to her ladies. She may have enjoyed the company of the newcomer, though she would not 

have been pleased by Ann's French manners. Being Spanish, she never trusted the French, 

and she despised their king. Ann appreciated the queen's goodness while pitying her failure to 

have a son. 

Ann is unlikely to have had doubts that she herself would have sons, once the right husband 

was found for her, heartbroken though she was over the loss of Henry Percy. She was 

ambitious, the daughter of an ambitious courtier. A woman's power required a relationship 

with a powerful man. For most women, that meant having a powerful husband. Such men 

were found by being at court. This implied playing the game of courtly love, at every possible 

moment. It was a game Ann played carefully, always managing to be both flirtatious and 

chaste. She seemed to relish the contest, and she acquired a number of admirers at court. 

It was not long before the king's interest in his wife's lady-in-waiting grew into something 

more serious. Mary Boleyn, Anne’s sister, was easily conquered, and had begun to bore him. 

It was time to move on to a new mistress, and Mary's sister was looking increasingly 

interesting. She would of course express a degree of maidenly resistance before giving in to 

him. That was part of the pleasure, making her inevitable surrendered all the more enjoyable. 

But the king was in for a surprise: Ann Boleyn did not surrender. Impossible though it might 

seem to the monarch, someone was immune to his charms. And so he succumbed to her. 
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Nevertheless, it was not because of Ann Boleyn that Henry VIII decided his marriage to 

Catherine of Aragon was invalid, though his infatuation with Ann determined the timing. He 

had long wanted a son, and his sexual life with Catherine was over. The idea of finding a way 

out of the marriage must have been with him for a while. Probably the thought of an 

annulment of marriage to Catherine and the captivation with the new lady grew side by side. 

Surely Ann Boleyn would come to accept his advances. But she didn't; that is clear from the 

seventeen letters Henry wrote to his would-be mistress. Henry hated writing letters, so the 

fact that he wrote so many speaks of an intense infatuation.  

Ann had been flirting with Henry in the belief that it didn't imply an actual sexual 

relationship. But Henry complained that she was not answering his letters. Why didn’t Ann 

answer her suitor's letters? Probably she didn't want to be his lady, but simply his subject. 

Henry kept up the pressure. She continued to dodge the king’s advances while sparing his 

feelings. It didn't work. He persisted. He wanted her to love him "in a way that is beyond 

common affection."  

After more than a year, Ann must have been growing pretty desperate. Henry was by now 

offering to make her his official mistress. She did not want this. She wanted a good, 

respectable marriage with a suitable nobleman. Perhaps she still wanted Henry Percy. What is 

clear is that she did not want Henry Tudor.  Could she really tell the king to his face that she 

had no interest in him? She could ignore his letters and stay away from court.  

To reject his offer would be to risk not only her own but her father's and brother's careers at 

court. She kept hoping he would tire of the chase and divert  his attentions to another lady-in-

waiting. But he didn't, and she was trapped: there was no chance for her to make a good 

marriage when every nobleman knew the king wanted her. She began to realize she would 

have to give in. 

But perhaps there was, after all, one escape for her. If she could not flee her hunter, she could 

survive by being captured on her own terms. She may have been sympathetic to the queen, 

but she knew that Catherine's marriage was doomed. She could turn Henry's cruelty to her 

own advantage. Ann would have sons and her position as Henry's wife would be safe. 

On July 22, Wolsey travelled to France to gain the support of the King of France for the 

annulment. Wolsey himself hoped to procure a French bride for Henry, who apparently 

managed to keep his feelings for Ann Boleyn secret from his chief minister. Wolsey's trip 

abroad was a failure, and while he was in France, Ann Boleyn was able to solidify her 

influence with the king. When the cardinal returned to England, he found that Ann had 

supplanted not only Catherine of Aragon, but Cardinal Wolsey, in the king's affections. He 

had never liked Catherine of Aragon's influence over her husband. Now he saw that 

Catherine had been replaced by a woman who had even less affection for him--a woman who 

held the deadly weapon of Henry's utter infatuation. 

Goaded on by Ann, Henry no longer trusted the man who had run his country for him. The 

reason for his turning against Wolsey is unclear. Perhaps Wolsey had begged him not to 

pursue the annulment, or possibly Ann had convinced Henry that Wolsey was their enemy. 

Or maybe Henry had simply grown tired of Wolsey, as he had grown tired of Catherine. 

Catherine hadn't given him a son; Wolsey hadn't got him an annulment. With God on his side 

and Ann in his bed, Henry could begin again. 

Ann decided that virginity was not the useful tool it had been for the past seven years. Henry 

needed something now to urge him to marry her at any cost, and that something could only be 

the birth of the son he wanted. By January 1533, Ann's goal had been accomplished: she was 
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pregnant. She hoped the child she was carrying was a boy. Henry was certain of it, since his 

special relationship with God made it inevitable. He had no choice but to marry her quickly. 

On January 25, in great secrecy, they were married. 

It was not a secret Ann permitted to be kept for long. Henry might have hoped to keep a 

discreet silence for a time, but that was not to his new wife's advantage. She was queen, and 

she wanted that fact to be made public. For years Ann had lived with the stigma of being 

perceived as the king's mistress, a stigma that remained until Henry chose to admit that they 

were married.  

With Ann now officially on the throne, the marriage between Henry and Catherine had to be 

legally annulled. Before his consecration as Archbishop of Canterbury, Cranmer had taken a 

secret oath that he would obey the pope only insofar as such obedience did not clash with the 

will of the king. Immediately after his installation the archbishop begged Henry to permit him 

to investigate once more the question of his first marriage. Henry consented, and Cranmer 

held a short trial, summoning Catherine, who refused to come. To no one's surprise, Cranmer 

found that the marriage was null and void. 

As the one queen prepared for a life of obscurity, the other was getting ready   for her greatest 

moment in life. Ann's coronation was one of the most brilliant events in the court. Four days 

of ceremonies were planned, with the queen escorted to her temporary quarters in the Tower 

of London, and culminating with the coronation itself. 

On Thursday fifty barges accompanied by a host of smaller boats set out packed with 

musicians. Eventually came Ann's own barge, magnificently decorated. She was dressed in 

cloth of gold and attended by the most important of her ladies. Then followed Henry's equally 

gorgeous barge. 

The next day was reserved for court ceremonies at the Tower. Saturday was Ann's procession 

to Westminster. But it was only the prologue to the most important event of all, the 

coronation itself. The procession began early in the morning at Westminster Hall. All the 

important nobility, clergy, and the mayor of London walked before their queen in solemn 

ceremony. Then came Ann, in purple velvet.  

Cranmer anointed her and placed the crown on her head and the sceptre in her hand. The 

service was finished with more ceremony, after which the new queen returned to Westminster 

Hall to rest briefly until the banquet, to which eight hundred guests had been invited. There 

were three courses and a total of eighty dishes. Finally, an exhausted and triumphant Ann was 

able to retire. The following day was taken up with jousts, dancing, and another banquet. 

For seven years Ann Boleyn had waited for this day. Now she was queen. Her bulging belly, 

obvious even under her stately robes, proved she had the right to her crown. In three months 

she would give Henry a son, after seven years of frustration and suffering. 

Much of the population of England was outraged at Henry's treatment of Catherine, the 

woman they still loved as their queen. A bad harvest in 1533 was seen as a sign of God's 

displeasure with the new marriage. On hearing the news of Henry's marriage and his pregnant 

wife's coronation, the pope finally took action. He declared their marriage null and void and 

said Henry would be excommunicated if he hadn't separated from Ann and returned to 

Catherine. It was the first time in many years that an English king had been directly 

threatened with excommunication. 

In September Ann's child was born. As the queen lay spent and exhausted, the unsettling 

news reached Henry. Once more, he was the father of a baby girl. The birth of Princess 

Elizabeth was a shock. All the court astrologers had assured Henry he would have a son. He 
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had had an official announcement made up for the public, announcing the birth of a prince, 

with no alternative document if the child turned out to be a girl.  

If the lack of a legitimate son was proof of God's displeasure with his first marriage, Henry 

would have had to view Elizabeth's birth as a sign either that he had misinterpreted the divine 

will or that he'd erred badly in choosing the sister of a former mistress as his consort. The 

celebrations were scaled down to the level customary for the birth of a girl, but the 

christening was as grand as anyone could wish. 

Henry's passion for Ann did not abate. However much she had failed him by producing a 

daughter, he needed her now more than ever, to prove to himself and to the world that he was 

right. Henry had to sustain his passion for Ann, and his faith that she would give him the son 

that would vindicate him in the world's eyes. 

For her part, Ann shared his obsession in attacking papal power. Ann's challenge to 

traditional religion was deeper than Henry's. Henry challenged the pope only because the 

pope challenged him, but Ann had a genuine sympathy for reform, and had she lived might 

eventually have become a full-fledged Protestant. 

Ann wasn't always nice. She used her influence over Henry, running roughshod over anyone 

who stood in her way. She had gambled everything on the promise that she would give Henry 

a son. Everything she did must reinforce her queenly image, her right to be on the throne. If 

Ann's marriage were annulled, she would be a member of the nobility who had disgraced her 

family, a cast-off mistress like her sister Mary, except that, unlike Mary, she was hated by 

much of the country, and would be unable to make a good marriage.. 

Ann knew too that she had enemies at court. And perhaps there were enemies she didn't yet 

recognize--or people who might turn on her if they found any advantage in it. Outside of 

court there were more people to be feared. So did Henry's persecution of anyone who stood in 

his way. A man who killed his friends wasn't the safest of husbands. Still, for the moment 

there was nothing Ann's enemies could do to harm her, because she was again pregnant. Then 

in late July, she miscarried.  

The death of that unborn son was also the death of Henry's obsession with Ann Boleyn. It is 

amazing that it had lasted so many years. Henry, as his treatment of Catherine had shown, 

was not capable of love. Probably Henry was bored long before he allowed it to show, maybe 

even before their marriage. But he needed Ann to justify his actions. As long as it seemed 

likely that Ann would give him a son, Henry had to believe he loved her. Ann believed it too. 

Henry told Ann that he loved her so much he would go begging in the streets rather than part 

with her. Unlike Catherine, Ann couldn't afford an unfaithful husband--at least, not until she 

had a son. 

Eventually the time came when the new affair wasn't a casual fling, when Ann's worst fears 

were realized. Henry believed himself to be in love again, with a woman who was as 

dissimilar to Ann as Ann was to Catherine. Ann had known Jane Seymour for some time. 

Jane had been a lady- in-waiting to Catherine of Aragon since 1529.  

As with his early courtship of Ann, the king did not at first seem to have contemplated 

marriage. Most of his own people were still hoping he would discard Ann and return to 

Catherine. To repudiate her and marry yet another woman would cause scandal and make 

him the laughing stock of Europe. Only his first wife's death could release him from his 

second. Catherine was aging and ill, but she stubbornly survived.  
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In November she fell ill and was confined to her bed. She wrote a letter to Henry, telling him 

that she pardoned him for all the wrongs he had done her, asking him to be a good father to 

Mary. She signed it "Catherine, Queen of England.". She loved Henry and nothing he did 

could ever change that. And she was the queen of England. Nothing he did could ever change 

that. The next day she died. Historians are certain she died of cancer. 

Ann rejoiced. But her joy must have been mixed with uneasiness. She was an arrogant, 

temperamental wife, alienating Henry from his people. Ann had only one hope now, but it 

was the greatest hope a king's wife could have: she was again pregnant. Whatever feelings 

toward Ann he had, she was safe if she bore his son. Ann was no younger now than Catherine 

had been when Mary was born. If Ann failed Henry this time, would he continue to hope for 

a son, or would his conscience persuade him that some other lady was the queen God really 

intended for him? 

On the day Catherine of Aragon was buried, Ann Boleyn, miscarried. For Henry, the loss of a 

male fetus was infinitely more tragic than the death of the woman who had been his wife for 

twenty years. It proved to him that Ann would not bear him sons--that, like Catherine, she 

was not really his wife. The fact of a second miscarriage would be enough for a man of 

Henry's ego to bandy about words like "witchcraft" and decide to rid himself of his second 

wife as he had of his first. Coming to his wife's bedside, he said coldly, "I see that God will 

not give me male children." Ann blamed the miscarriage on her husband's flirtation with Jane 

Seymour, and on the shock she had got a few days earlier when Henry had suffered a near-

fatal fall from a horse. 

Before the miscarriage, Henry might have enjoyed a flirtation with Jane Seymour, or he 

might have hoped to win her over as he had a number of other women. But until Ann's child 

was born, he could not think of marrying Jane. The miscarriage changed all that. Now Henry 

wanted to be rid of Ann, and he wanted to marry Jane.  

Henry wished to be rid of a woman with whom he was no longer in love, and who could not 

bear him the son he desired. He had already spoken of his marriage with Anne as invalid, and 

of his intention to proceed with another divorce. He had assured Jane Seymour that he 

intended to marry her. But, as usual, he had not courage to strike the blow with his own hand; 

he was waiting for someone to take the responsibility of the deed.  

It was not simply that Henry no longer loved Ann Boleyn. He hated her. He had not hated 

Catherine of Aragon when he decided to rid himself of her. She was simply no longer of use 

to him. He probably even had some affection for her, and had she agreed to the annulment, he 

might well have maintained a warm and cordial friendship with her. He came to hate her later 

because she defied him.  

Ann's failure to bear a son had intensified Henry's hatred for her. At the same time, it allowed 

him to rid himself of her. With a son, Ann would have had a weapon against his hatred. He 

would have to go on living with her, acknowledging her as his queen. He could be cruel to 

her, he could have mistresses. But he could not get rid of her. Without a son, he could. 

For all these reasons it was necessary that Anne should be got rid of in a quick and violent 

way. Anne was to be found guilty of such heinous offences that she would have no 

opportunity of avenging her wrongs. Her friends were to be involved in her fall, and the event 

was to be associated with horrors that would strike the imagination of the king, draw the 

attention of the public and satisfy the hatred with which she was regarded by the nation. Thus 

Cromwell resolved to plot for the ruin of Anne. Cromwell decided, therefore, to have her 

movements watched closely, in the hope that she might be caught in some imprudence. As 
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most of her servants were secretly her enemies, he did not doubt that some of them would 

gladly give information against her.  

It seems to have been Anne's own imprudence which gave Cromwell his first clue. She was 

exceedingly vain and she delighted in the admiration of men, and fancied that every man who 

saw her was fascinated by her charms. She was extremely coarse, and lived at a most 

dissolute court. Lately, her health had been giving way, and she was getting rather old and 

losing her good looks. This caused her to crave more than ever for adulation; and her 

increased coquetry provided Cromwell with the kind of charges he wanted. 

Henry had to be deceived. Cromwell looked for something that would justify Henry's hatred 

for Ann. Adultery might work, Cromwell thought. A queen with a lover probably dreamed of 

marrying that lover, which she could do only if her husband was dead. Deliberately 

envisioning the death of the king was treason. 

But suppose Ann had more than one lover? What if another lover were her own brother? 

Everyone knew how close the brother and sister were. The queen, Cromwell had decided, 

must be a monster of insatiable and unnatural lust. The king had been bewitched by a woman 

of more than human evil. Thus the plot was formed. Testimony from Ann's sister-in-law 

would help make the story he was concocting look plausible. 

Anne was treated with the respect due to a queen, but she knew that her enemies were 

working against her, and that she was threatened by the greatest dangers. At ten o'clock at 

night she heard that Smeton was confined in the Tower, and shortly afterwards it was 

reported to her that Noreys had been sent there too. Combining these facts with Henry's 

growing coldness to herself, and his increasing affection for Jane Seymour, Anne began to 

fear that she would have to take the same way.  

She was without means of defence. The few friends she had were out of reach, so she could 

do nothing but await her doom. Even flight was impossible, for had she been able to leave the 

palace and to go on board a ship, she would not have been safe. Her flight would have been 

taken as a clear proof of guilt. 

So passed the night. On the following morning, May 2, Anne received a message requesting 

her to appear before the council. She was also informed that she was suspected of having 

committed adultery with three different persons—Smeton, Noreys, and a third whose name 

does not appear—and that the two former had already confessed the crime. Her 

remonstrances and protestations had no effect. The Duke of Norfolk, who presided, would 

not listen to her defense.   

At the end of the interrogatories, the royal commissioners ordered Anne to be arrested, and 

she was kept in her apartment. At two o'clock her barge was in readiness, and in broad 

daylight, exposed to the gaze of the populace who had assembled on the banks, she was 

carried along the river to the Tower.  

Her brother, Lord Rochford, had been caught in the toils which had been woven for Anne's 

destruction. He was strongly attached to his sister. So he was arrested and taken to the 

Tower. Anne's friends were closely watched. 

At the Tower Anne was handed over by the commissioners. Up to this moment she seems to 

have maintained an appearance of firmness; but when the gates had shut behind her, her 

courage gave way. She realized the full horror of her situation. She fell on her knees and 

burst into hysterical fits of laughter and weeping.  
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The news of Anne's arrest and imprisonment ran like wildfire through the city. The fate 

which had overtaken Anne excited little sympathy. With Ann safely in the Tower, Henry 

pursued his courtship of Jane Seymour, The king visited her so openly and frequently that 

public sympathy for Ann began to emerge. We do not know if Jane had any feelings of 

compassion for the woman in the Tower, whose death would mean her own ascent to the 

throne. 

There was no chance that Ann would receive a fair trial, but as ever, Henry liked to put on a 

good face. Ann and her brother were tried separately from the other four men. They pleaded 

not guilty to all the charges. The four men were quickly found guilty and sentenced to be 

drawn and quartered. The grand jury had charged Ann with adultery and treason. Ann's uncle 

Norfolk had little affection for his niece and nephew, but their condemnation would be a 

great stain on the family honor.  

The trial took place in King's Hall in the Tower, with two thousand spectators. Ann entered 

the courtroom coolly, and remained calm as Cromwell read the charges to her. The witnesses 

to the accusations had signed each of the charges, but they themselves did not come forth. As 

each charge was read, she denied it. Norfolk read the verdict: the jury found her guilty. His 

niece was to die, by burning or beheading. Ann listened with the same dignity she had 

maintained throughout the trial. She regretted only that innocent men must die with her. 

George Boleyn's trial came next, with his own wife testifying against him. Cromwell read out 

the charges of incest and treason, which he denied. He too was found guilty. Henry himself 

recalled that Ann had not been a virgin when he first had intercourse with her. He also 

declared that she'd had more than a hundred lovers since their marriage. 

Even though the evidence against Ann and her brother was scant, they were both found 

guilty, with the sentence being read by their uncle, Thomas Howard the Duke of Norfolk. 

They were to be either burnt at the stake (which was the punishment for incest) or beheaded, 

at the discretion of the King. 

As soon as Ann was condemned to die, Henry sent a messenger to tell Jane the good news. 

Cranmer declared that Ann, condemned for adultery, had never been Henry's wife. On the 

same morning the marriage was annulled, the five men accused with Ann were executed on 

Tower Hill.  

Ann believed that she would die the next day. Her moods varied: one moment she was sure 

Henry would remit her sentence and send her to a nunnery; the next she was imagining the 

scene of her death. She then said that the people were praying for her and a disaster from 

heaven would take place after she died. Sometimes she would laugh merrily, and declare that 

her new nickname would be Anna Sans Tête (Anne without a head). More and more, 

however, she spent her time in prayer.  

Ann was executed on May 19. Henry had sent to Calais for a swordsman to execute Ann--a 

sword would be quicker than the customary axe. The execution would not be painful. Ann 

put her hands to her throat and laughed. "I heard say the executioner was very good, and I 

have a little neck." 

Her address to the crowd was dignified. She said that Henry had been "a good, a gentle and 

sovereign lord”. She tucked her hair into her cap, put on her blindfold, and knelt. "To Christ I 

commend my soul," she said. She removed her headdress and her ladies tied a blindfold over 

her eyes. The sword itself had been hidden under the straw. The swordsman cut off her head 

with one swift stroke. Her ladies put her body and head in a small chest and she was buried in 

an unmarked grave in the Chapel of St. Peter ad Vincula which adjoined the Tower Green. 

Few had believed her guilty, and there was much shock and bitterness at her death. 
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On the morning of the execution the king was surrounded by his huntsmen and hounds when 

the news that Ann was finally dead reached him. The hunt finished, he rode off to meet Jane. 

The following day their betrothal was formally announced. Henry married Jane in the small 

chapel at Whitehall a week and a half later.  
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